GSK to make vaccines in India from '06 

Economic Times 23/02/05
Mumbai: GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuticals will commence production of vaccines in India from early '06. The company is investing in a new vaccine facility - its first in India - which will be located in the vicinity of its existing plant at Nasik. 

The facility will conform to the international current good manufacturing practices (cGMP) norms. Vaccines for India are currently developed, produced, filled and packaged at the company's vaccines headquarters and manufacturing facility at Rixensart, Belgium. 

This will be GSK's first manufacturing site to co-house pharmaceutical and vaccine manufacturing. The company did not divulge the specific investment for the project, but stated that a green-field project of the same size would require an investment of Rs 100 crore. 

To begin with, the facility will produce two vaccines, Tritanrix HepB - which is the world's only combined diphtheria, tetanus, whole cell whooping cough vaccine and hepatitis B vaccine - and Engerix B-Havrix - a combination vaccine for hepatitis A and B. 

GSK has a strong vaccines pipeline, including those against diseases such as rotavirus-related gastro-enteritis, malaria, TB, dengue fever, hepatitis E and typhoid. Most of the vaccines in the pipeline are targeted at the developing world.

