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sserting that the
pharma-giant Glax-
oSmithKline will

continue to provide its
drugs at 'suitable' prices in
the respective 'worlds' its
Chief Executive Officer,
Andrew Witty, expressed
full faith in the patent
regime in India. "Pricing of
products should vary with
the varying GDP of the re-
spective countries such
that it remains accessible
to the patients who need it.
With this simple strategy,
we have lowered the prices
of our drugs in some devel-
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GDP-related pricing
better for mankind

oping countries by almost
75 percent. In the middle-
income countries or those
that are above the LDC
(least developed countries)
but clearly not developed,
we are engaged in bilateral
conversations to ensure
that prices are appropriate
to those nations," Andrew
Witty said.

During his whirl-wind
maiden tour to Nashik as a
CEO of GSK Nashik plant
where he handed over the
new ‘albendazole manufac-
turing production line’ at its
Nashik facility to the World
Health Organization's
(WHO) Global Programme
to Eliminate Lymphatic Fi-
lariasis (LF), Witty had a
small interaction with the
media persons.

At the helm of the
world's second largest drug
maker company, Andrew
Witty reacted very positive-
ly to the current develop-
ments about patent issues
in the country. "We are con-
fident about the intellectu-
al property regime in In-
dia. We don't think there
would be a dramatic
change in the drug pricing
system, once the innova-
tive drugs are protected

with patents,” he said.

He further asserted that
the company was never in
the mood of compromising
with the research facility to
search for newer molecules
that would work wonders for
the mankind. "With the
price-bands announced for
the different countries, we
have achieved a critical bal-
ance, such that our research
work will not run of out
fuel," the CEO said as he
went on to describe how the
company had managed to
sell drugs at best prices to
the needy in the different
parts of the globe.

Clearly stopping short of
announcing which compa-
nies the drug-maker was ey-
ing at for acquisitions, Witty
spelt out the criterion for
the company's action. The
company would attempt to
acquire brands and improve
its consumer healthcare
business, but not assets that
sell pure generics. "The ac-
tions would be such that
they should yield good re-
turns for the share holders
of our company" he re-
marked.

Currently, one-eighth of
its global generic produc-
tion is sourced from India,

he said, adding that GSK
will invest in creating more
production facilities in the
country. GSK is also keen to
undertake collaborative re-
search with Indian universi-
ties once they catch up with
the institutional research
standards of the developed
world, he added. India con-
tinues to be a critical market
for GSK. Our Indian model
was always a combination of
branded generics and inno-
vative brands and it will
continue to be so.
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